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AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT'S POSITION REGARDING DELAY IN TREATY NEGOTIATIONS, 
Tn a letter adcressed to the President of the "Nationalrat” (Lower 
House of the Austrian farliament) on February 11 Federal Chancellor 
Leopold Figl, in reply to a recent interpellation of the “Linksblock" 
(Communist group of Parliament), stated the Austrian Yovernment's po- 
sition with regard to tne most recent delay in the Austrian State 
Treaty negotiations, The Chancellor declared that the treaty delay 
"was caused exclusively by the Soviet Yovernment's failure to negoti- 
ate the payment of Austria's postwar debts (Article 48b- of the treaty 
draft) either in London or in Vienna", and added that since there was 
no factual reason for this “it must be assumed the Soviet Union has 
other reasons not yet disclosed to the Austrian Govermnent,." Chancel- 
lor Figl said the United States Government had not only declared its 
intention of concluding a State Treaty but had also supported it by 
its acts, and that substantial concessions had been made in the treaty 
draft by the United States, as well as by the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and France, 

Finally, the Chancellor's reply to the Comnunist interpellation 
left no doubt that the Austrian Government would not agree to separate 
treaties, in lieu of the State Treaty, that it would not countenance 
he continuance of any military occupation after the conclusion of a 
treaty and that it would continue to pursue its traditional policy of 


preserving Austria's complete independer.ce, ("Unabhaengigkeit nach je- 
der Richtung"), 











RUSSIANS ACCUSED OF RUIMNING AUSTRIAN OIL FIELDS. The output of 
Austrian off fields in Cistersdorf and Matzen, Lower Austria, is 
dropping sharply as a result of wrational production methods and 
random exploitation on the vart of the Soviet Petroleum Administration 
in Austria, according to a recent report by the Socialist News Service, 

Before the war, 12 oil-rich wells had been drilled in this area, 
producing a yield of 57,000 tons in 1938, By 1959 this output was 
almost tripled and in 1944 reached a record 1,215,000 tons, In 1945 
production dropned to 450,000 tons, but in the course of the following 
years almost regained wartime levels with an output of 910,000 to 
950,000 tons, In 1949, however, production dropped once more, this 
time to 800,000 tons, At first the Kussians hoped to offset this pro- 
duction decline with the oil odtained from the promising deposits dis- 
covered in lfatzen in the summer of 1949, but the use of oversized 
blast pipes and untrained technical persomel soon led to a daily drop 
of 630 to 500 tons at ilatzen as well, 

If rationally tapped, the -latzen o11 deposits, which are generally 
regarded as the richest in Austria, would last for about SO years, 
Today, however, there is serious danger that the liatzen oil flelds, as 
well as the others in the Zistersdorf area, with reserves estimated at 
about 8 million tons, will be depleted in 8 to 10 years, 

At the present time, Austria is the second largest oil producer 
in Europe, surpassed only by Rumania, which has a yearly output of 
4,3 million tons, Only one third of the Zistersdorf output, or about 
250,000 tons, is released to Austria by the Russians, although the 
country's domestic requirements alone amount to 500,000 tons a year, 
Austria must make up this 011 deficit by costly imports from Italy and 
the United States. The remaining two thirds of Zistersdorf's yield 
are shipped to Switzerland, the Soviet Union or to one of the satellite 
states, with Austria not even permitted to levy custom's duties or 
transportation charges on these exports, At the current market price 
of 30 dollars per ton, the global value of these yearly exports amount 
to 17 million dollars, The oil drilling equipment and installations 
the Soviets dismantled in Zistersdorf after the war were valued at 
lS ifllion dollars, The equipment the Russians removed and partly 
replaced by inferior Russian machinery included 83% of all existing 
drilling machinery, 75% of the Diesel motors, 74% of the pumping 
engines and 35% of the compressors. 
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AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISThR GRUBER VISITS LONDON AND PARIS. Austrian 
Foreign Minister harl Gruber left for London on January 23, to obtain 
more detailec information regarding the attitude of the Big Four 
toward tne Austrian Yreaty negotiations, 

After his short stay in England, Dr, Gruber flew to Paris where 
he talked with Averell Harriman, Ambassador-at-Large for the ifarshall 
Plan, and with Paul iuofman, ECA Administrator, After returning to 
Vienna for a few cays, br, Gruber again left for Paris on February 1, 
to attend the meetings of the Consultative Assembly of the Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Cooperation, 





SUikTS IN AUSTRIA'S DIPLOMATIC STAFF, As a result of the retirement 
or Dr. Heinrich Wildner, General Secretary of the Austrian Foreign 
Office, the following shifts were made in Austrian diplomatic person- 
nels ‘he former ilinister in Paris, Dr. Alois Vollgruber, was named 
secretary General to succeed Dr, Wildner, His post was taken over by 
ire Heinrich Schmid, until now Austrian ilinister in London, Mr, 
Schmid will be replaced by Dr, Lothar Wimmer who was Austrian Minister 
in Brussels. 

Following the retirement of Dr, Wilheln Engerth, from his post in 
Varsaw, Dr, Walter Conradekybesfeld, Austria's new political represen- 
tative in that city, presented his credentials to the Polish Govern- 
ment on January 31, 1950, 





JARSHALL PLAN BILL LEADS TO LIVELY DEGATE IN AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT, On 
February 1, the Austrian Chamber of Deputics was the scene of verbal 
fireworks when deputies of the Tle:tist Bloc (Communists) violently 
opposed a bipartisan bill of anendment to the law of November 17,1948, 
concerning the establishment of counterpart funds for ijarshall Plan 
aid supplied to Austria. Deputy urwin Sciiarf, spokesman of the 
Leftist Bloc, declared that the Austrian rarlianent was acting as a 
pawn of foreign forces by agreeing to vcte on or amend laws at the 
pleasure of the ‘nited States, adding that Austria was thereby surren- 
dering its sovereignty. 

in reply, Deputy Alfred ilissch of the Socialist Party stated that 
large segments of the country's population would have starved, had it 
not been for the food celiveries received uncer the ilarshall Plan, 
"Without ERP aid," he said, “austria would long have fallen to the 
status which the Leftist Bloc has made its political, economic and 
social ideal, Sy aduering to the lisrshall Vian, the Austrian people 
and the Austrian Government have not lost a fraction of those sover- 
eign rights which they are losing every day and hour as a result of 
continued occupation and opposition to the conclusion of the State 
Treaty.’ 

Deputy Boeck-Greissau of the People's Party, which together with 
the Socialists represents the coalition goverment, told the Chamber 
that up to December 10, 1949, the -iarshall Plan had placed 
® 391,462,180 at the disposal of Austrian economy, a sum which in 
relation to Austria's purchasing power was the equivalent of about 
8.2 billion schillings in goods brought into the country. JUDuring the 
same period, Austria wes granted $ 86,370,000 in drawing rights, an 
amount corresponding to 1.8 billion schiliings. Direct aid and drawing 
rights together therefore totailed about 10 billion schillings. 

Continuing his survey of whet iiarshall Plan aid has meant for 
Austria, Deputy Boeck-Greissau revealed that during the first six 
months of 1949 sixty-one percent of direct aid had been allocated for 
food supplies, although during the same period it was possible to set 
aside 28.5% for raw materials and investiments, an increase of 16.4% 
over the previous year, This became possible only because during the 
first 6 months of 1949 coal supplies no longer had to be purchased 
with direct dollar aid, but could be obtained through other means as a 
result of Austrie's drawing rights in Western Germany. 

"The rise of our economy under the ilarshall Plan has been remark- 
able. Our industrial production increased from 58% in 1947 to 89% in 
1948 and, during the first semester of 1949, reached 109% of the 1937 
levels. Since then even this figure has been exceeded. 

"But all past achievements and foreign aid notwithstanding," 
Deputy Boeck-Greissau continued, "it is self-evident that we in Austria 
cannot rely solely on th lMershall Plan, but that in the long run we 
must travel the road to a sound economy on our own strength: the 
energy of our workers, the ability of our businessmen and the inde- 
fatigable zeal of our farmers," 

Although the reports submitted by the deputies of both coalition 
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parties were frequents, punctuated by catcalls from the Communist 
benches -= to such an extent that Speaker Leopola uwnschak repeatedly 
had to call the opposition to order and was once even forced to comment 
on the subjective passion with which it greeted factual reports and 
its lack of objectivity in refuting them -- the bill introduced by the 
Government was adopted unanimously by all non-communist deputies, 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO HELP "VOLKSDEUTSCEE", At an important 
meeting in Salzburg which was attended by representatives of many 
countries, the Permanent hefugee Comittee of the orld Council of 
Snurches reached the conclusion that the refugee problem in Austria 
coul.. be solved, ieasures which the committee considered essential 

to such a@ solution are international financial help and a large-scale 
settlement program of all "Volksdeutsche" in Austria, According to a 
census made by the Austrian ilinistry of the Interior, more than 
500,000 Volksdeutsche and ehout 35,000 Reich Germans are now living in 
Austria, About 5,000 of the 500,0UV0 Volizsdeutsche still live in 
camps. Lighty percent of all Volksdeutsche in Austria come from areas 
which were part of the Austro-Hungarian ilonarchy until 1918, 

The comaittee recommended to tne Austrian Covernment that a re- 
fugee statute, somewnat like the South Tyrol Statute, be enacted and 
applied for as iong as this question remained unsolvec, The statute 
would guarantee refugees equal labor and social rights with Austrians, 





EXIT PERIOT REQUIREMENTS POR AvVovhials W.tVED, On January 24, the 
Austrian Council of ‘linisters voted to waive exit permit requirements 
for Austrian citizens traveliing abvoad as of mide.larch, 1950. After 
that date, Austrians in pussession of a vailia passport will require 
only the entry permit of the snecific country to which they are travel- 
ing. The existing sgreenent with ataly for reciprocal abolition of all 
visa requirements has been extended, 





DEADLINE FOR AUSTRIA! CITIZENSHIP DeCIARATION EXTENDED TO 1950, The 
Rustrian Parliamentary Comittee for Constitutional and Administrative 
Reform voted early in Lecember, 1949, to extend the deadline for dece 
Jaration of citizenship e- which had expired on Lecember 31, 1949 -- 
for one year, ie¢. to ecember 51, 1950, Former Austrian citizens, 

who during the past years acquired another nationality, such as for 
instance U,S, citizenshio, and who wish to return to Austria and regain 
their Austrian citizenship, are required to send their applications to 
the competent Austrian Authorities by December 31, 1950, 








AUSTRIANS IN U.S, AiID AERICANS WITH *ROPERTY IN AUSTRIA CRANTED 
PARTIAL TAX EXEMPTION, austrian or american citizens whose legal or 
customary residence was in the United States on January 1, 19438, and 
whose Austrian assets are subject to the Austrian property tax and 
capital gains tax provisions, “ill henceforth be granted partial ex- 
emption from taxation on domestic assets falling under Art, 4, Par, 5 
of the Tax Law on Capital Gains and under Art. 4, Par. 4 of the Tax 
law on Property, the Austrian ilinistry of Pinance announced in a di- 
rective dated December S51, 1949, The domestic assets subject to taxa- 
tion in accordance with var, 77 of the Appraisal Statute, are real 
estate assets, agricultural propervics and forest land, copyrights 
(with the exception of works or ars, literature or music), land and 
other mortgages, debts on pensions and other cleins or registered 
titles, 








54,000 NATURALIZATIONS iN VIENNA SINCE 1945. Approximately 54,000 
persons have been naturalized in Vienna since 1945, according to an 
announcement by the Vienna ifunicipal Administration, 7,400 of these 
persons came to Vienna only after 1958, the year of Austria's annexa- 
tion by Germany, Since the naturalized persons are married and have 
children, the actual number of new Austrian citizens is more than 
89,000, 





V3uTERAN AUSTRLAN SOCIALIST STATESMAN DIES IN VIENNA. Karl Seitz, 
Honorary President of Austria's Socialist Party and Deputy in the 
Nationalrat (Lower House of Parliament), died in Vienna on February 
So, 1950, at the age of @l. 

Karl Seitz was elected to Parliament for the first time in 1901, 
He became President of the First Austrian Republic in 1919, and a year 
later assumed the leadership of the Socialist Party, During the years 
1923 to 1934 he was lilayor of the Uity of Vierma and took a leading part 
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in the conception and execution of the new progressive communal po- 
licies, which were inaugurated and carried through by the municipality 
of Vienna under his administration, When the Austrian labor movement 
rose against the authoritarian Dollfuss regime in February 1934, Karl 
Seitz was arrested at his desk in the Town Hall, 

In 1944 Karl Seitz was arrested by the Nazis and deported to 
Germany where he was kept in severest confinement in various concen- 
tration camps. On June 22, 1945, the 76 year old veteran Socialist 
leader returned to Vienna and was elected Honorary President of the 
Socialist Party. ile fulfilled his party and parliamentary duties until 
his death, 

Seitz's funeral was held on February 11 in the heart of a bereaved 
Vienna, Leaving from the Town Hall, the funeralprocession slowly wove 
its way through the Ringstrasse to the Schwarzenbergplatz, thus giving 
the people of Vienna an opportunity to pay their last respects to their 
great felloecitizen,. The urn of Karl Seitz was then lowered into a 
tomb of honor at the Central Cemetery near that of the famous Socialist 
leader Viktor Adler, 


LEADING AUSTRIAN PHYSICIST RESIGNS FROM LEFTIST PEACE ORGANIZATION, 
Dre Hans Thirring, vrofcssor of Theoretical Physics at the University 
of Vienna and one of Austria's leading scientists, resigned his posi- 
tion as Deputy Chairman of the left-wing "Peace Council” (Friedensrat) 
in Vienna on iebruary 3, following tl.e Council's publication of a 
Communistinspired resolution protesting the U.S. decision to built the 
Hebomb, Although clothed in pacifist terms, the text of the resolution 
refelcted the current Soviet propaganda line, In a statement to the 
press, Prof, Thirring said that the resolution had not been submitted 
to him for sis,nature and that he did not share the opinion expressed 
in it to the effect that this weapon could never be an instrument of 
PCACE. 





CHANGES IN AUSTRIAN CURRENCY CONTROL REGUIATIONS. Various changes in 
the recent currency control regulations adopted by the Austrian Govern- 
ment on ovember 25, 1949, we1e am-ounced in Vienna by the Austrian 
National Eank on January 29, 1750, The new measures, which went into 
effect on January SO, 1950, and pertain to the conversion of foreign 
exchange derived from exports, abrogate carlier general regulations 
whereby exporters were permitted to retain 60% of their foreign ex- 
change proceeds and had to relinquish only 40) to be credited to their 
accounts by the Austrian National lank au the basic rate of 14,40 
schillings to the dollar, Previously, exporters nad been allowed to 
use the free part of their foreign currei:cy to pay for imports of their 
own or to transfer the exchange they nad earned to authorized importers 
at the higher rate of 26 schillings to the doilar, 

According to the new changes, tlhe lationuel Bank will henceforth 
grant individual "retention quotas" upon application, The bank may 
permit the exporter concerned free use of pavt of his foreign exchange 
for general or specific transactions, denending on how vital the latter 
are to the national economy, The balance of his foreign exchange, as 
well as all foreign exchange derived from exports for which no ‘reten- 
tion quotas" are granted because the exnorter does not require them 
for imports essential to his own production, will be converted at the 
"effective" compound rate of 21.36 schillings to the dollar. (40% at 
the basic rate of 14.40 schillings to the dollar, and 60% at the pre- 
mium rate of 26 schillings to the dollar,) 

In the case of individual firms wishing to use their foreign ex- 
change balance for imports of commodities under Category C (for which 
exchange allocations are made on the basis of the premium rate), the 
National Bank will grant import permits only if the difference, in 
schillings, between the “effective” compound rate and the premium rate 
in effect on that particular day is remitted to the bank, This new 
regulation was adopted in order to enable the National Bank to obtain 
low-rate foreign exchange which it can then allocate for imports of 
essential commodities (Category A), at the basic rate of 14,40 schil- 
lings to the dollar. 





AUSTRIA SIGIS TRADE AGREEMENT WITH ARGENTINA. On January 8, 1950, 
Austria and Argentina signed a one year commercial treaty and payment 
convention in Buenos Aires for a trade volume of 15 million dollars 
each way. Under the new agreement, argentina will supply Austria with 
meat, fats, oil, fodder, hides and sheep's wool, in exchange for 
Austrian iron, high-grade steel, lumber, cellulose and paper, machines, 
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electrical supplies and other finished goods, The trade agreement and 
payment convention will operate through a dollar clearing account, 


FAVORABLE DEVULOPMENT OF AUSTRIAN PROLUCTION DESPITE 1949 DROP IN 
EXPORTS. Austrian incustrial production increased from 100% in The 
fourth quarter of 19428 to 123), of the pre-war level in the third quar- 
ter of 1949, according to statistics released by the Austrian Insti- 
tute for Economic Research, Industrial productivity during the same 
period increased frori 71% to 8l~. ‘The Institute estimates that agri- 
cultural output in 1949 exeeded the previous year's production by 
about 25% and reached at least 70% of the prewar mark, 

Exports during; the third quarter of 1949 were 66% of the 1937 
figure and about equal to the levels reached in the last quarter of 
1948, although industrial production during the same period increased 
by 20%~6 








nGe, in Viera and Lower Austria, whicn had been completely dismantled 
in 1945 and had to be rebuilt “rom scratch, have now exceeded their 
prewar production, by mid-1949, the production of automobile tires 

had reached 15% of prewar output and that of imier tubes 200%. Approxi- 
mately 15,000 tons or rubber gocds were produced during 1949 as come- 
pared to 8,500 tons in 1946 and 4,600 tons in 1947, The daily output 
of bicycle tubes and tires was increased from 500 in 1945 to 7,000 in 
1949, Touay, the Semperit plants turn out 8,000 tires and 8,0CO inner 
tubes a day. Capacity production of 9,000 a day will soon be reached. 
At the present time the Semperit ‘Joris employ about 6,000 people. Re- 
cent machine imports fro:1 the Jnited States are exnvected to raise pro- 
ductivity of the plants to an even greater extent. 


SEMPERIT RUELER WORKS IN TULL PRODUCTION, The Semperit Rubber Works 
ri 


CURRENT AUSTRIAN IRON Oh PRODUCTION 79% OF 1937 L&VELS. Austrian iron 
ore production in 1949 amounted to 1,487,616 tons, thereby reaching 
78,85% of the 1057 production levels, Compared to the figures for 1946, 
1947 and 1948, production increased by 221,98 (1,025,600 tons), 68,10% 
(602,680 tons) and 24, 25% (290,853 tons). Despite these marked in- 
creases in iron ore production, domestic requirements could still not 

be completely satisfied and about 255,000 tons of iron ore had to be 
imported, 





AUSTRIAN COAL PRODUCTION CONTINUES 4'O INCREASE. In December 1949 
Austrian coal production amowited to 569,426 tons, thus bringing the 
year's total output to 5,996,427 tons, the’ .ustrian iinistry of Trade 
and Meconstruction announced in Vienna. These figures exceed all pre- 
vious monthly production totals and represent the highest annual out- 
put in the history of austrian coal mining, ‘Yhese highly gratifying 
results were achieved by the addition of Surday and holiday shifts, 
which will have to be continued this year as well in order to make the 
country as independent as possible of coal imports, 








IMPORTANT SOFT COAL DEPOSITS DISCOVERED iM! AUSTRIA, Soft coal dis- 
covered under austrian farmland is netting savings of about » 1,000,000 
a year in imports, the Economic Cooperation Administration announced 

on January 18. 

Development of the Lengau li nite mine near the Austro-Czechoslo- 
vakian border was mace possible, BCA said, with the aid of 11 million 
schillings ($500,000 at the “effective” rate of exchange) in /larshall 
Plan counterpart funds. The production of the new mine has brought an 
increase of 120,000 tons of soft coal a year, helping to boost Austria's 
total soft coal production from 5,242,009 metric tons prewar to 
6,046,000 metric tons for the current fiscal year, 

ECA has authorized the use of ilarshail Plan counterpart funds for 
other Austrian mining projects, To date 55,35 million counterpart 
schillings (‘} 2,5 million) have been earmarked for the development of 
soft and hard coal mines in Austria, The funds have been used prima- 
rily for the purchase of new equipment. 





DISTHENE DEPOSITS DISCOVERED IN TYROL. The important disthene deposits 
recently discovered in a co.merclally favorable location of the Tyrol 
will begin to be tapped this spring. Disthene, or cyanite, is an 
anhydrous aluminum silicate which, because of its high melting point, 
has been used for the past 25 years in the production of highly fire- 
proof articles and ceramic masses, The new deposits of the valuable 
silicate will be mined to meet the country's domestic requirements, 
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which amount to about 2000 tons per year; there is also an excellent 
export market for this mineral, inasmuch as the disthene requirements 


of European industry are now satisfied almost exclusively with imports 
from India, 


DOMESTIC DEMAND FOR RADIO SETS FULLY MET BY AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY. 
Austria's radio industry, after tnree years of capacity output, has 
now caught up with the country's demand for radio receivers, although 
the number of radio owners increased from 650,000 in 1947 to 1,1 mil- 
lion today. Radio production increased from 12,000 sets in 1946 to 
26,000 in 1947, 110,000 in 1948 and 140,000 in 1949, Only 10% of this 
output was exported since the domestic market was able to absorb most 
of the production because of low prices, The price of a radio today 
is only twice as much as it was in 1937, although the general cost of 
living increased by about 400 to 500 percent, 





AUSTRIAN AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY INCREASES PRODUCTION. In 1949, the 20 
Targest plants of the Austrian automotive industry, with a labor force 
of about 11,400 workers and employees, produced a total of 1,600 trucks, 
1,500 passenger cars, 480 buses, 5,000 tractors and 14,000 motor- 
cycles, spokesmen for the industry announced, Current bicycle pro- 
duction now stands at about 15,000 per month. 








NEW TYPE OF TRUCK BUILT IN AUSTRIA. The Austrian Saurerwerke, Inc., 
In Vienna, started mass production of a new type "GI" truck at the 
beginning of this year, The new Dicsel construction offers better 
spring suspension, a particularly elastic engine requiring less shift- 
ing, a coupling brake, a cranisheft with vibration absorbers and other 
improved features, ‘The "GF" type engine will be used in trucks, with 
capacity loads of 5,500 iss. and 6,200 kgse, in swivel tractors with 
trailer vans having a capacity load of 11,000 kgs., and in buses with 
seating capacity for 3538 passengers. 


NOVEL MOTOR SCOOTER BEING PRODUCED IN AUSTRIA. Mass production of a 
novel midget velliicle, known as tue “Lohner 98" motor scooter, is in 
full swing at the Lohnerwerke in Floridsdorf, near Vienna, The 
"Tonner 98", which bears a marked resemblance to the very popular 
Italian "Vespa" vehicle, weighs 55 kgse, is 1-1/2 meters long and con- 
sumes 2 liters of fuel per 100 kms, It sells for 4,150 schillings 
(appr. $200,00 ), It is powered by a 2,3 HP “Sachs” engine and has a 
maximum speed of 55 kms, per hour, The vehicle was designed by a 
Viennese engineer and can be built entirely with Austrian materials. 





4716 MILLION CIGARETTES SOLD BY AUSTRIAN TOBACCO MONOPOLY IN 1949, 

in 1949 the Austrian Tobacco Monopoly boosted its sales for the year 
to 4716 million cigarettes, Monthly sales during the first half of 
the year amounted to 312 million cigarettes, but the reduction in 
cigarette prices, which went into effect during the summer, and the 
introduction of the new "Donau" (Danube) brand retailing at 25 groshen 
per cigarette, raised monthly sales to 474 million cigerettes, an in- 
crease of 50%, About 46% of this increased revenue was derived from 
sales of the new brand, the introduction of which struck a considerable 
blow to the black market in cigarettes. 





AUSTRIA TO EXCHANGE NITROGENOUS FunTILIZER FOR ESSENTIAL GOODS, The 
Rustrian Nitrogen Works in Linz, in addition to satisfying all of the 
country's domestic requirements, has signed comsaitments for the export 
of 7 million dollars! worth of nitrogenous fertilizer abroad, Iiost 

of these exports will go to the Netherlands, Poland and Egypt, in re- 
turn for crude rubber, food, coal, rice and cotton, 





LOWER AUSTRIA - A IAND OF SMALL FARMERS. Out of a total of 155,119 
agricultural enterprises in Lower Austria, 50,282 are small farms 
with an area of from 2 to 10 hectares (1 hectare = 2,47 acres’, ac- 
cording to a report by the Chamber of Agriculture for Vienna and Lower 
Austria, Next in number are the 40,646 "midget farms", Third on the 
list are the 25,851 farms with an area of 10 to 20 hectares, and 
fourth, the 16,106 farms of 20 to 50 hectares, Only 50 farms, that is 
to say less than 2% of all agricultural undertakings in Lower Austria, 
are listed as having more than 50 hectares, 

Eighty-nine percent (543,170 hectares) of all arable land are 
located on farms less than 50 hectares large. Only 199,872 hectares 
of forest land, or 35% of all such land in Lower Austria, belong to 
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farms Of less than 50 hectares in size, Therefore, most of the arable 
land is located on small family farms and two thirds of the forest 
land is on large farms, Nearly 50% of all vineyards are owned by small 
farmers. 

in Lower Austria, work on the farms is done in nearly all cases 
by the farmer himself, together with his family. Only 12% of farm 
hands do not belong to the family where they work, and 5% are migratory 
workers, Today there are 40,000 fewer farm hands belonging to a farm 
family, and 25,000 fewer hired farm workers, 


SATISFACTORY POTATO CROP IN AUSTRIA, The Austrian Ministry of Agri- 
culture has announced that 156,000 hectares (1 hectare = 2,47 acres) 

of potatoes were planted in 1946, producing a crop of 1,535,000 tons, 
170,000 hectares yielded 1,842,000 tons in 1947, and 177,543 hectares 
produced a yield of 2,228,000 tons in 1949, By 1952 the Austrian long- 
term Farm Program calls for a cultivated area of 205,000 hectares and 

a crop of $5,075,000 tons. 





AUSTRIA PIANS COMPIETION OF PARKWAY SYSTEM, During the years 1958 to 
1945 construction had been started on several federal parkways, but 
none have so far been completed, Thus, for instance, the parkway from 
Vienna to Salzburg is only 46% finished, After the State Treaty has 
been signed, this part of the parkway system is expected to receive 
priority and be completed first. On the basis of current material 
costs and wage levels, it is estimated that this project will cost 2 
billion schillings, a sum which will be distributed over a period of 
seven years, later plans call for the construction of a parkway from 
Vienna to Wiener Neustadt (Lower Austria) and another from Salzburg to 
the Italian border, via Tarvis,. 





AUSTRIAN INVENTS NEW ELECTRIC CLOCK, The Tyrolean clock expert Stiber- 
nitz has developed a racicaliy new construction for electric clocks in 

which nearly all cogwheels are replaced by a solid train of worm-gears, 
The new construction is said to assure greater reliability of operation 
and insensitivity to current and cycle fluctuations; elimination of the 
mainspring will increase the life of the mechanism, The new clock has 

special provisions to offset the influence of outside temperatures and 

humidity. All these advantages notwithstanding, the "Stibernitz Elec- 

tric Clock" can be produced at half the cost of the current commercial 

type of clock. 








DATES OF AUSTRIAN FAIRS, As previously announced, the 1950 Vienna 
Spring Fair will be heid from March 12 to March 19, 1950. A large 
automobile show will be staged from May 14 to May 21 and the Vienna 
Fall Fair has been set for Wovember 10 to 17. 

The Graz Spring Fair will be held from April 29 to May 7, and the 
Graz Fall Fair is planned for the middle of October, 1950. Requests 
for information should be addressed to; Grazer Messe G.em.beH., In- 
dustriehalle, Graz, Steiermark (Styria), Austria. 

The Export Fair in Dornbirn, Vorarlberg, which was so widely 
acclaimed abroad last year, will be held during the months of July and 
August, 1950, 


AUSTRIAN FIRMS TO EXHIBIT AT THE FIRST U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 
Il) CHICAGO. Austrian firms have so far applied for a total Of 2,600 
Sde ft. of display space at the First U.S, International Trade Fair in 
Chicago to be held from August 7 to 19 this year, The Austrian ex- 
hibits will include knitted goods, jersey dresses, blouses, leather 
goods, machines, bicycles and beverages. Two thousand additional feet 
are under negotiation. 








AUSTRIAN INDUSTRIAL EXPERTS TO VISIT UNITED STATES, About 40 Austrian 
industrial experts will shortly arrive in the United States to study 
the latest technical developments and newest production methods, and 
ascertain whether these could find application in Austria. The 
Austrian experts, who plan to stay in this country one month, will re- 
present a broad cross section of Austrian industrial life, Six are 
from the iron and steel industry; five each from the textile, non- 
ferrous metal, machine-tool, steel and metal products industries; four 
from the building industry; two each represent the automotive industry, 
steel construction, the electrical industry and industries producing 
equipment for the transmission of news, The group also includes one 
expert for each of the following industries: nitrogen, synthetic 
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materials and tire production, 

A similar study tour by workers, which is being prepared by the 
Austrian Federation of Trade Unions, has been under discussion for 
quite some tine and negotiations are expected to be concluded soon, 


AUSTRIAN ART TREASURES ARRIVE IN NEW YORK, The first shipment of mas- 
ferpieces in the exhibition "Art treasures from the Vienna Collections" 
arrived on lebruary 2 at the ldetropolitan ifuseum of Art in New York, 
after having attracted a record-breaking attendance of more than 
875,000 during a ten-weeks display at the National Gallery in Washing- 
ton, D.C. The exhibition will open at the Metropolitan Museum on 
February 24 anc will last until Way 21. It will be accessible to the 
public from 10 asm. to 9 p.m, Wednesdays and Saturdays; from 10 a.m, 
to 5 Pell. other weekdays; and from 1 to 5 p.m. Sundays and holidays. 
To defray costs of the exhibition, and admission charge of 50 cents, 
federal tax included, will be made except on liondays when admission 
will be free, 

in addtion to the masterpieces shown in Washington, the New York 
exhibition will be enriched by another painting and 24 tapestries which 
have just arrived from Austria, 

Special lectures will include talks by Sir Leigh Ashton, Director 
of the Victoria and Albert llusewn in London, and Dr, Ernst H, Busch- 
beck, Curator of the Picture Gallery of the Kunsthistorisches Iiuseum 
in Vienna, who brought the exhibition to this country. 

Furthermore, duplicates from prints of the Austrian State Collec- 
tion recently acq uired by the iletropolitan iiuseum will be on display 
on the second floor of the South Wing. The new accessions, which re- 
present printmaking since the late 1400's, include some things so rare 
and sought after that there seems little chance of adding them to any 
collection today. 





FINAL PROGRAiI OF THE 1950 SALZBURG FESTIVAL. Following is the final 


program of the 1950 Salzburg Festival, beginning on July 27 and ending 
on August Sl: 





JULY: 

Thursday - 27th: Don Giovanni - 7 P,jil, 

Friday - 28th: “Der Verschwender" (The Spendthrift) - 7 P.lM. lst 
Chaniber Concert = 8 P, li, 

Saturday - 29th: The Magic Flute 

Sunday - 30th: Everyman - 5 Peile; 1st liozart Matinee - 11 A,iM.; 
lst Dome Concert - 8:50 P,li, 

Monday - Slst: Don Giovanni - 7 P,ii. 

AUGUST 

Tuesday - lst: “Der Verschwender" - 7 P,lie; Ist Orchestral Con- 
cert - 8 P,M,. 

Wednesday - 2nd: Twelfth Night - 7 P,ll.3; 2nd Chamber Concert - 8 P,i, 

Thursday - dSrd: The liagic Flute = 8 Peli, 

Friday - 4th: Don Giovanni - 7 P,jil, 

Saturday - Sth: “Der Verschwender" = 7 P,ligs Fidelio - 7 P,ll. 

Sunday - 6th: 2nd Orchestral Concert = 11 A,li,3; Everyman - 5 P.M 3 
2nd Dome Concert = 8:50 P,IM, 

Monday - 7th: 1st Serenade = 9 Peiies Srd Chamber Concert - 8 P,IM, 

Tuesday - 8th: Twelfth Night - 7 P,jil, 

Wednesday - 9th: The Rape of Lucretia and Romeo and Juliet - 7 P,j/d. 

Thursday - 10th: “Der Verschwender" - 7 P,jil, 

Friday - lith: Fidelio =- 7 P,li, 

Saturday - 12th: Capriccio - 7350 P,li, 

Sunday - 135th: Everyman - 5 Peiies 2nd Mozart Matinee - 11 A,il.; 


Dome Concert = 8:50 P, iil. 

llonday - 14th: “Der Verschwender" - 7 P.ii,3; 4th Chamber Concert 
- 8 P,i, 

Tuesday - 15th: The Rape of Lucretia and Romeo and Juliet - 7 P.M; 
3rd Orchestral Concert - 11 A.li,3 Everyman - 5 P,il,; 
2nd Serenade - 9 P,il, 


Wednesday - 16th: Twelfth Night - 7 P.il,3; The Magic Flute - 8 P.M, 
Thursday - 17th: Fidelio - 7 Pell; Sth Chamber Concert - 8 P.M, 
Friday - 18th: Don Giovanni = 7 P,/li, 

Saturday - 19th: "Der Verschwender" = 7 P.M.e; Capriccio - 7350 P.M. 
Sunday - 20th: 4th Orchestral Concert - 11 A.lM,; Everyman - 5 P.ii,; 


. 4th Dome Concert = 8:30 P,lil, 
iionday - 2list: The llagic Flute - 8 P,if, 
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Tuesday - 22nd: “Der Verschwender" = 7 Plies Fidelio - 7 P,ii, 


Wednesday - 2érds: ary ee Night - 7 P,jl.3 Sth Orchestral Concert 
wi, ete 
Thursday - 24th: 6th Orchestral Concert - 8 Peil, 
Friday - eoths The Rape of Lucretia and Romeo and Juliet - 7 P.M; 
6rd Serenade - 9 P,}i, 
Saturday - 26th: “ler Verschwender" <= 7 P,iies Capriccio - 7:30 P.M. 
sunday - e7vth: 7th Orchestral Concert - 11 Agile; Everyman - 5 P,id,; 


oth Dome Concert = 3:50 P,/ii, 

Joncay - 26th: ‘the Rape of Lucretia and Komeo and Juliet - 7 P.ii,; 
4th Serenade - 9 P,jil, 

Tuesday - 29th: Don Giovanni - 7 P,ji, 

ednesday = SOth: Cavriccio - 7:30 P,/ii, 

Thursday Sist: 8th Urchestral Concert - 8 P,:i, 


Tickets, which will range from 20 to 150 schillings (4% 0,80 to 
3 5.20 approximately), are unfortunately not yet available. But 
reservations for them my already be imde now at the Austrian State 
Tourist Department, 43 hast 46th Strest, New York, N.Y. Requests 
should state the muuoer and price of tickets wanted, as well as the 
play, opera or concert for which they are desired, 


THE BREGENZ FUSTIVAIS,. From duly 22 trough August 15, 1950, the city 

of Bregenz, Vorarlberg, will present a music festival featuring open- 
air performances of “Uasparone", the famous operetta by Karl liilloecker, 
on a large floating stage on the Juocensee, Such performances were a 
great success duriug last year's lestival. The Vienna Burgtheater, 

the Vienna Symphony and the ballet of the Vienna State Opera will also 
participate in the festival. 





AUSTRIAN INDUSTRIALISTS DONATE FUNDS +OK THE PROMOTION OF ART, The 
association of Austrian industrialists has donated the sum of 60,000 
schillings for the promotion of Austrian painting and sculpture in 
1950, Two grand prizes of 15,000 schillings are to be awarded to the 
best painting and the best sculnture of the year in the unanimous 
opinion of a jury of six art experts, in addition to the two grand 
prizes, the Association has eiso established six 5,000 schilling prizes 
of merit for the next best three paintings and sculptures. The only 
prerequisites for participation are that the competitors must be 
austrian citizens and that the woriss entered by them must have been 
created after 1945 and not yet have been exhibited or apprized, 








END OF STRIVES AT GOVSENMENY SUSGIDIZND THRAVERS IN VIENNA. On January 
15, the technical personel of tie Government subsidized Burgtheater 
and both Overa houses went out on strike for the first time in the 
history of the Austrian theater, One thousand stagehands were striking 
for a 20% increase of their base salam, After negotiations with Dr, 
Lgon Hilbert, Director of the aduinistration of State Theaters, broke 
off without results, the sta;e workers! union appealed to Minister of 
Finance Dr, Eugen iargaretha, 

Subsequent negotiations, which lasted until February 10, finally 
led to the reopening of the state theaters and operas, following 
partial acceptance of the union's demands. 








VIENNA STATE OPERA SYTARS ACCIAT 23D IN UeS. Several members of the 
Vienna State Opera gave nighly successful performances at the Iletropo- 
litan Opera in New York during the past few weeks, Ljuba Welitsch's 
appearance as Donna Anna, in ijozart's “Don Giovanni", and as Salome, 

in the opera of the same name by Richard Strauss, were widely acclaimed 
by critics and public alike. New York's music lovers are eagerly 
looking; forward to hor forthcoming appearance as Tosca on February 28 -- 
in the farewell performance for Edward Johnson, the outgoing General 
lanager of the ietronolitan, 

Paul Schoeffler's performances as Don Giovanni, as Jochanaan in 
"Saloue" and as Hans Sachs in the "eistersinger" received a very warm 
welcome and unanimous praise from the critics. Max Lorenz, Peter 
\lein and serdinand Frantz also appeared as guests at the ietropolitan 
likewise with great success, 

Elena Nikolaidi for mny years a member of the Vienna State Opera 
is also now in the United States, The well-known contralto is at 
present on a very successful concert tour through the country. 
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LONG MISSING HAYDN CONCERTO DISCOVERED IN AUSTRIA, An a major violin 
concerto by tranz Josef haydn, inissing since the year 1769, was re- 
cently discovered in the music archives of the Benedictine ilonastery 

of welk in Lower Austria, Although the musical manuscript found is 

not the original sccre of the composition, musicologists agree that 
these copies of the individual instrumental parts were transcribed from 
the missing original, ‘The priceless misic sheets were found among the 
"loose sheets" of the music archive, which has more than 3000 scores, 
The ciscovery was made by Christa Fuhriann, a young music scholar com- 
missioned by the Anerican Haydn Society to look for unknown Haydn com- 
positions to be included in a forthcoiing complete edition of his work, 








10,000 SINGERS TO MeuT IN GRAZ, An Austrian Singing Festival, with the 
participation of 10,000 members belonging to various singing societies, 
will be held in Graz, Styria, on July 14, 1950, The festival is being 
organized by the Austrian Association of Singing Societies which has a 
membership of about 22,000 persons, representing some 900 choral 
grOUpS « 

in addition to several smaller performances, the Festival will 
feature on July 15 a huge choral ensemble of 6000 rile and female 
voices interpreting choral works by ilugo Wolf, Franz Schubert, Josef 
Haydn and .0dern Austrian composers, as well as folk songs. 


VIENNA GROWS AS AIR TRAFFIC CENTLUR. following the example of nearly 
all American and Western Buropean air lines, which have long since in- 
cluded Vienna in their passenger ani freight system, “AEROFLOT" too 

has now opened a regular air connection between Moscow, Lvov, Budapest 
and Vienna, A new air service linking Copenhagen, rrague, Vienna, 
Rome, Cairo and Lydda (israel) has also been established, Regular com- 
mercial flights between Western Gerimany and Yugoslavia, via Austria, 
are in the process of being organized. 





ARLBURG WINTER RESORT AREA EAS GOOD ‘TOURIST SEASON, The well-known 
Austrian wintersport resorts of cuers and ot, Anton am Arlberg played 
hosts to 10,000 tourists from December 20 to 31, 1949, The visitors 
represented more than 55 nationulities, although most of them were from 
Belgium, France, Australia and South America. 

The spa of Lad Gastein, which has becone a highly popular winter- 
sport center during the past few years, will attract such visitors as 
ingrid Bergmen anc Roberto Rosselini, Douglas l’airbanks and his family 
spent several weeks at this resort. ‘le ruling Prince of Liechtenstein, 
with his wife and three children, arvived at .itzbuehel, a famous ski 
resort in the Tyrol, for & long period of sl:ilnge 





POPE PLUS APPOINTS COADJUTOR FOR CARDINAL INNITGER. Pope Pius X11 
named Dr, Franz Jachym, Professor of .ioral Theology at the University 
of Vienna, tituler Archbishop of Maronea and Coadjutor ad personam to 
Cardinal Theodor innitzer, at the latter's request. The new archbishop 
was born in Vienna in 1910 and was ordained in 1936. Upon receipt of 
the papal bull Dr. Jachym will be consecrated bishop in St. Stephen's 
Cathedral in Vienna, 

The appointment of Dr, Jachym is regarded in informed Church 
circles as a concession to Austria's young Catholics, who have long ex- 
pressed the desire to have a represciutative of their interests in the 
high clergye 








VIENNA CARITAS RECEIVED 552,000 YILOS OF FOOD FROM THE U.S. According 
to the annual report of the Caritas welfare organization in Vienna, 
gifts from abroad during 1948/49 totalled 1,012,000 kgs. in food and 
98,000 kgse in clothing, included were 562,000 kgs. food and 28,000 
kgse clothing from the United States, 260,000 kgs. food from the 
UNICEF, 26,000 kgs. food and 4,600 kgs. clothing from the Vatican, 
Collections made in local deanships netted 152,000 kgs. of food, The 
Varitas organization also sent 8,961 children abroad, mainly to Spain, 
Portugal end the Netherlands. 








AUSTRIA TO COMBMORATE CENTENNIAL OF THE POSTAGE STAMP, On June l, 
1550, tne centennial of the postasé staip in Austria will be celebrated 
by a philatelic exhibition at the academy of Art in Vienna. In com- 
memoration of the same event, the National Philatelic Museum in Phila- 
delphia will also hold a large stamp exhibit, which will open on iJarch 
13, 





Early in December of last year, Austria released a special 60 plus 
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15 groschen, deep-red commemorative stamp in honor of the "Day of the 
Postage Stamp" with a printing of 600,000, On the 3lst of the same 
month, a steel-blue comnemorative stamp, with a nominal value of 1 
schilling (no surtax) and a printing of also 600,000, was placed into 
circulation on the cccasion of the 50th anniversary of the death of 
Karl Milloecker, the famous Austrian overetta composer, 


WoW BANK NOTES TO BE ISSUED IN AUSTRIA, A new series of bank notes, 
Tn denominations of 10, 20, 50, 100 and 1,0V0 schillings, are being 
prepared for release by the Austrian National Bank, according to a 
report by the Socialist News Service. Of the old notes, only the 5 
schilling one will be retained, The first denomination of these new 
series, the 1,000 schilling note with the picture of the Danube mermaid, 
was put into circulation several weeks agoe 

To discourage counterfeiting, a distinct paper with inwoven metal 
stripes and copper waternarks was especially imported from England for 
this new series, Falsifications orf the new notes should prove ex- 
tremely difficult. ‘he new 20 schilling note will bear a likeness of 
Joseph haydn azainst a background of the mountain church of Eisenstadt; 
the other notes will show the famous Austrian composer anton Lruckner, 
with views of St. Florian; a picture of the baroque architect Jakob 
Prandtauer with the Monastery of iielk, which he built, and a portrait 
of Prince Eugene with the Spanish Kiding Academy or the belvedere, 





AUSTRIAN LIGHTING EXPERT INVENTS NEW PROUECTION SYSTEM, A novel pro- 
Jection system, permitting projectton of brightly-colored pictures at 
short range as well as large dimension erfects, has been invented by 
ir, Paul Planer, an Austrian licshting expert now in the United States, 
These lighting effects, which can be either stationary or in motion, 
are obtained with the aid of a special apparatus using wideeangle 
lenses and custommade slides, iIiven when placed at an angle, the system 
assures undistorted projection, The inexpensive "GP Projection" 
system offers new possibilities for advertising, because it provides 
automatically changing, large-scale, full-color advertising pictures, 
it can also be used effectively in brightly-lighted department store 
windows as a changing backgrowid for clothing mannequins, 

The "GKP Projection" system hns already been successfully used at 
the Vienna Burgtheater ana State Opera, as well as at tne Salzburg 
Festivals and in other leading theaters in LPurope. 








AUSTRIAN HEALTH RH#SORT LisING COUSTDURED AS SUCCESSOR TO FRANZENSBAD,. 
Recording, to the Neue Wiener “njeszeitun;, a Croup of Swiss hotel ex- 
perts visited the imd bath center of leydharting, near lambach in Upper 
Austria, at the end of January, to ascertain whether an expansion of 
existing facilities at tiits mid bath center could convert it into a 
large international health resort, equal in all respects to the pre- 
sently inaccessible mud beth centers of Northern Bohemia, In former 
times, thousands of persous arflicted with rheumatism, gout, sciatica 
and arthritis flocked to /ranzensbad in Czechoslovalcia to take the 
healing mud baths there, Because of present-day political developments, 
this center is no longer internationally accessible to them and hotel 
men believe that Neydharting could be built up to take its place, 








VIENNA AWARDS MEDAL OF HONOR TO UeSe WELFARE WORKERS. The City of 
Vienna has awarced tie iledal of honor it estavlished last year to 
several distinguished officials of foreign welfare organizations. 
Among the persons so honored are ir, Jolin H.liynes and .lajor C,.P,Murray 
of the CARE Mission in Austria, ir, George Little of the American 
riends Service Comittee, iir, Arthur billings of the American Society 
of Friends (Quakers), Dr. lienry Amicl, Director of the American Catho- 
lic Welfare Action, Lt. Patrick 5, ilealy, bDP-Officer of the U.S. Army 
and lfiss Opal Hall of the American Red Cross Mission in Austria, 


AUSTRIAN WOMEN SKIURS WIN SIX OUT OF FIRST SEVEN WORLD TITLES, 
Austria's star team of women skiers, led by twenty-one year old Dagmar 
Rom, captured all but one of the first seven places in the Slalom race 
that opened the World Ski Championships at Aspen, Co., on February 15. 
It was the first tine in the competitive history of women's skiing that 
any one nation so completely dominated an event. The title was cap- 
tured by Iliss Dagmar Rom, a student at the University of innsbruck, in 
a time of 1:29.6. Second place went to ilrs, ‘'rude Beiser - Jochun, 
Except for third place, which was won by lime, Lucienne Schmidt-Couttet 
of France, the rest of the first seven titles went to Erika ilahringer, 
Annelies Schuh-Froxauf, Lydia Gstrein and Resi Hamnerer, all of Austria. 
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